SAF- TM- 5100

CHAPTER 19

SI GHT CONSERVATI ON

1. Purpose. To promrul gate procedures for establishing a sight conservation
program and for the procurement of refractive services and corrective
protective eyewear for enployees working in eye hazardous operations/|ocations
at the Naval Air Engineering Station Lakehurst (NAES).

2. Background

a. The wearing of eye protection is mandatory for all mlitary and
civilian enpl oyees at NAES Lakehurst engaged in eye hazardous operations.
Exanpl es of such operations include pouring or handling nmolten netals or
corrosive liquids and solids, cutting, welding, drilling, mlling, chipping
and ot her dust produci ng operations. A list of hazardous | ocations/operations
is included as Exhibit 19A

b. Any person in the vicinity of such operations including other workers,
supervisors or visitors, shall also be required to wear protective eye
equi pnment. Personnel working in eye hazardous areas/operations shall be
provi ded eye protection at Government expense.

3. Screening. All personnel exposed to eye hazardous processed shall be
entered into the Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Medical Surveillance
Program and receive a sight screening exam nation as part of their regul ar
exam nation by the Naval Medical Branch Cinic Lakehurst (BRMEDCLI NI C)

4. Eye and Face Protection

a. All protective eyewear shall nmeet the design construction and testing
requi renents of Anerican National Standards Institute (ANSI) Z87.1-1989.
Safety gl asses, shields, |enses and frames shall be marked with the
manuf acturer's synbol to indicate conpliance

(1) Prescription Eyewear. Enployees working in designated eye
hazar dous areas/operations are authorized to purchase safety eyewear and
refractive services, then request rei nmbursenment up to a maxi mum of
$150 (conbi ned exam and gl asses) biennially. Exhibit 19B outlines the
gui del i nes and procedures for procurenment and rei nbursenent.

(a) Requests for the following will be evaluated on a case-by-case
basi s and nmust be approved by the OSH O fice, prior to purchase.

1. Safety eyewear/exam nation | ess than two years from
previ ous issue.
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2. Special considerations for reinbursements exceeding the
maxi mum al | owance.

3. Special consideration for reinbursenment for enployees not
normal |y exposed to eye hazardous operations.

(b) Non-prescription Eyewear. Adequate anounts of safety gl asses,
goggl es, face shields or specialty itens such as wel ding shields or goggl es
shall be stocked by all departnments and rmade avail able to supervisors,
enpl oyees and visitors entering eye hazardous | ocations.

(c) Contact Lenses. Contact |lenses shall not be worn by enpl oyees
engaged in eye hazardous work, areas or processes.

5. Special Precautions for Visually Inpaired Enpl oyees. Enpl oyees who have
vi sual inpairment (20/200 or worse corrected) shall not be assigned duties
whi ch woul d present a hazard to the remaining eye. In addition, such

enpl oyees shall wear protective eyewear at all tines regardl ess of occupation
or work station.

6. Energency Eyewash Facilities. Energency eyewash facilities shall be
provided in all areas where the eyes of any enployee may be exposed to
corrosive materials. All enmergency facilities shall be |located where they are
easily accessible and no further than 100 feet or 10 seconds fromthe hazard.
Pl umbed eyewash units shall be activated weekly, for a mninumof 3 m nutes,
to flush the line and to verify proper operation. Pressurized and non-
pressuri zed sel f-contai ned eyewash units shall be serviced quarterly or per

t he manufacturer’s recomendati ons, whichever is less. A witten, dated and
si gned mai ntenance record shall be nmintained for each eyewash.

7. Responsibilities

a. The OSH Ofice shall

(1) Act as the point of contact and nonitor for the overall sight
conservation program

(2) Provide enpl oyees in sight conversation programand their
supervi sors annual training on the need for, and the use of, protective
eyewear .

(3) Evaluate and approve/di sapprove all requests for additions,
del eti ons and changes to the designated eye-hazardous areas/operations when
required.

(4) Provide advisory assistance to departnent heads/supervisors for

problenms related to the program or selection of appropriate protective devices
particularly those designated as "special hazards."
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(5) Budget funds for procurenent of refractive services and protective
eyewear in the Public Safety Departnment budget and process approved requests
for reinbursenent.

b. Conptroller Departnment shall process rei nbursement requests as
pronmptly as possible to preclude any unnecessary delays in repaynent to the

enpl oyee.

c. Departnment Heads shall

(1) Inform enpl oyees of eye-protection requirenments and procedures for
procurenment.

(2) Provide NAES 5100/4, Safety Eyewear |ssue/Reissue Authorization
formto enpl oyees for subm ssion

(3) Ensure all personnel (visitors, tenporaries and enpl oyees) utilize
eye-protective devices while in designated eye-hazardous areas/operations.

d. Supervisors shall
(1) Review enpl oyees' NAES 5100/4, Requests for Safety Eyewear for
and forward appropriate docunents to Finicial Managenent, via the OSH Ofice,

for reinmbursenent.

(2) Maintain records/files and nonitor requests for safety eyewear as
required, ensuring the systemis not being abused.

(3) Ensure the wearing of appropriate eye protection in designated
ar eas/ operations.

e. Al Mlitary and Civilian Personnel shall

(1) Wear appropriate eye protection as required in eye-hazardous
ar eas/ operations.

(2) Take appropriate care of eyewear in their possession. Each
enpl oyee will be responsible for the replacenent of eyewear that is |ost or
st ol en.

(3) Ensure the supplier verified that the eyewear purchased confornms
to ANSI Standard Z87.1-1989.

NOTE: New enpl oyees are required to have in their possession appropriate eye
protection prior to being assigned in eye-hazardous areas/operations.

8. FORMS. NAES 5100/4 (Rev) (Exhibit 19C-1), Request for Safety Eyewear can
be obtained from Public Safety Departnment, Building 5. SF 1164, Cl aim For
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Rei mbur senent For Expenditures on O ficial Business (Exhibit 19D 1), is
avail abl e through Departnent Adm nistrative Ofices.
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